
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 
March 16, 2010 

 
Present:  Mrs. Melissa Bonvini-Murphy, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. 
Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Helene Blair, Dr. Robert Pellicone and student representative Carly 
Jensen. 
 
The meeting was reconvened in regular session from executive session at 6:12 PM in the 
high school cafeteria. 
 
The agenda was amended to move Responsive Classroom presentation first on the 
agenda. 
 
Presentations and discussions: 
 
Responsive Classroom – Andy Dousis:  Mrs. Connelly reported that the majority of NES 
staff has taken the Responsive Classroom I class.  Mr. Dousis stated that he has watched 
teachers grow in every single area.   Three areas are focused on:  child development, 
learning theory and developing psychology.  
 
Second Grade Heritage Month:  Ms. Myers reported that Heritage Month, a long-standing 
tradition, ties into their immigration unit.  She stated that this activity has led to families 
further investigating their heritage.  Lola Davis, Anna Leary and Phaedra Plank each 
reported on their countries of heritage: Spain, Germany and Switzerland, respectively. 
 
White Ribbon Week – James Rhodes:  High student senior James Rhodes reported that 
the week of March 22-28, 2010, has been designated as White Ribbon Week.  This 
campaign urges men to speak out against violence against women.   He is asking the 
Board of Selectmen and School Committee to declare March 22-28, 2010 as Nantucket 
White Ribbon Week.    Mr. Kelly commended Mr. Rhodes for being the first to take on 
this initiative and for being a positive role model.  Dr. Lepore read the proclamation.   
Mrs. Blair moved to endorse the initiative.  Mrs. Garneau.  So voted unanimously. 
 
NHS Girls’ Basketball Team:  Mr. Buckey told the Committee that the team displayed 
sportsmanship and integrity at the recent tournament.   Athletic Director Chris Maury 
introduced coaches Willis Ferreria and Missy Dee and reported that the girls had a 21-3 
record this season.  He said he was most proud on how the girls presented themselves day 
in and day out.  He also said that he had received e-mails from the M.I.A.A. and Cohasset 
commending the team. 
 
Upcoming Trips:  Jill Surprenant reported on activities her students will be involved in on 
their trip to Spain. Barbara Elder reported on the Accidentals and Naturals’ trip to Italy.  
Both trips will take place in April. 
 
Observation Update:   Each principal has met with all teaching assistants and they have 
received their second evaluation.  Mr. Aguiar reported that all non-professional status 



teachers have been observed.  Mr. Buckey stated that all new staff was evaluated by 
March 15. 
 
Public Comment:  There were no comments or questions. 
 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 
 
Mrs. Blair moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So 
voted. 
 
Contract for Policy Manual Development:  Mrs. Murphy made a motion to contract with 
MASC in the amount of $10,000 over a three-year period for work on policy 
development.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Superintendent Search Update:  The committee is evaluating resumes and they will be 
meeting candidates within the next 10 days. 
 
CPS Administration Plan:  The superintendent met with the CPS staff and proposed an 
interim principal position with only internal candidates being considered.  The proposed 
application closing date for the CPS Search Committee is April 2, 2010, as is the deadline 
for the interim principal.  The final selection of the candidate will be announced on April 
16. Mrs. Murphy stated that she felt strongly that an interim position was not the way to 
go; the Committee owed it to the community and staff to go through the search process.  
Mrs. Harvey agreed.  Dr. Lepore felt that an interim would allow the new superintendent 
an opportunity to choose his/her own candidate. Mrs. Blair stated that that the principal 
was the educational leader of the school and a solid principal was needed to begin next 
year.   Mrs. Garneau stated that she wanted a leader at CPS.   Mr. Sortevik stated that Dr. 
Pellicone proposed an interim position to the staff today, but there was a concern with the 
turnaround time with the application process, and nothing was said of experience.  He 
noted that the vast majority of staff wanted to see a real search.    The superintendent will 
rework the timeline for a full search.   
 
In response to a question on the start date of the superintendent, Dr. Lepore stated that it 
was dependent on the current superintendent and a deputy superintendent could be one 
consideration.  Mrs. Blair stated that she would in no way support the restoration of an 
assistant superintendent position. 
 
Sub-committee reports:  Student representative Carly Jensen reported that the student 
council is trying to get the school more involved. 
 
George Kelly gave an update on the Student Support Services.  The committee continues 
to work with the guidance department and they have met with a trainer of the MASCA 
model.  Mrs. Murphy stated that they have met with a good part of the administrative 
team to talk about administrative turnover and how it affected trust in the schools. 



 
Mrs. Blair moved to approve the minutes of February 16, 2010.  Mrs. Murphy seconded.  
So voted. 
 
Agenda for the next meeting on April 6, 2010:  Topics will include superintendent 
evaluation and CPS Principal Search. 
 
 Joanne Johnsen reported that the Board of Selectmen will meet on Thursday to discuss 
the PEG Channel and the Cable Advisory Committee will also meet on Thursday. 
 
Mrs. Harvey stated that the Committee owed it to the superintendent search committee 
and staff to be informed on the start date of the new superintendent. 
 
Mrs. Murphy moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So 
voted. 
 
 
 


